The   City  of King  Prusias
AT the foot of the Bithynian Olympus lies a city
founded, says tradition, by Cyrus. Philip, the
son of Demetrius, gave it to Prusias, King of
Bithynia, the friend of Hannibal ; Prusias rebuilt
it, calling it after himself, and for over two
hundred years it was the capital of the Bithynian
kingdom. In the first century after Christ it fell
into the hands of the Romans ; Roman governors
took up their abode in Brusa, the younger Pliny
described to Trajan the agora, the library, the
baths of sulphur, which gave it an honoured place
in the civilization of Rome* During the ensuing
centuries many men fought and fell for its pos-
session ; the cry of battle raged perpetually about
its walls. Turks and Christians contended for
Brusa, Theodore Lascaris, the Roumanian despot,
held it, Orkan ravished it from the Greeks, Timur
overwhelmed It with his shepherd warriors from
distant Tartary ; finally the Turks reconquered it
and turned the capital of King Prusias into the
capital of the Ottoman Empire.
The soaring minarets, the white domes of
mosques and baths, lie amid cypresses and plane-
trees at the foot of the mountain. The streams of